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Jess Curtis/Gravity presents 
Beyond Gravity 

Witness legends from a future queer revolution and experience new ways 
of being with each other at a family reunion for a post-human universe. 

 
Innovative artists of Beyond Gravity receive support through new program. 

 
October 25-27, 2018 at CounterPulse in San Francisco 

Pre-Show Haptic Access Tour and Audio Description by Jess Curtis on October 26 and  
ASL Interpretation on October 27 

Tickets and information: http://counterpulse.org/event/beyond-gravity/  or 415-626-2060 
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AUGUST 2, 2018,  San Francisco -- Jess Curtis/Gravity announces Beyond Gravity, an 
evening of intersectional performances and body-based performance works by jose e. abad, 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, Abby Crain, Gabriel Christian, Rachael Dichter and Mira Kautto, 
current artists of Gravity’s new Artist Services Program. Beyond Gravity runs three nights only, 
Thursday to Sunday, October 25-27 at 8:00 pm at CounterPulse in San Francisco. Tickets 
are $15 to $30 and are available now online at  http://counterpulse.org/event/beyond-gravity/ or 
by calling 415-626-2060. 
 
An optional pre-show Haptic Access Tour at 7:00 pm precedes the Friday, October 26 
performance and live audio description is available via wireless headset. Advance registration is 
required for these services. To make a reservation, please call 415-483-5996 or email 
info@jesscurtisgravity.org.  
 
The Saturday, October 27 performance will include American Sign Language interpretation.  
 
ABOUT THE WORK 
aleph is for annals (World Premiere)  
Performed and created by jose e. abad and Gabriel Christian, 
featuring Zulfikar Ali Bhutto 
Two live carnate performers and one projected performer will interact around their collective 
historical mythos of a queer militant uprising, as mounted by their alter egos Faluda Islam 
(Bhutto) and Black Bussy (Christian). The work features filmic pieces created during Bhutto’s 
recent residency at Headlands Center for the Arts, as well as choreographic impulses by abad 
and poetics/narrative devisement by Christian.  
 
From the room beside me (World Premiere)  
Performed and created by Rachael Dichter and Mira Kautto 
Moving within a small mylar cube that stops just short of the knees and has eye holes through 
which the audience is invited to look, Dichter and Kautto perform From the room beside me, a 
work about about intimacy and visibility, closeness and proximity, seeing and sensing.  
*Please note: From the room beside me features partial nudity. 
  
Lindenau (rifle club) party for the other siblings 
Performed and created by Abby Crain 
This solo work is an attempt to provide a counter narrative to human exceptionalism and to call 
out the fallacy and toxicity of continuing to pretend that everything is all right.  In an empty 
dance hall, gun club or a muddy river that has slowed to a trickle, Crain throws a party for the 
forgotten. 
 
ABOUT THE ARTISTS 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto (AKA Faluda Islam) is an artist, performer, zombie drag queen and curator 
of mixed Pakistani, Lebanese and Iranian descent. His work explores complex identity politics 
formed by centuries of colonialism and exacerbated by contemporary international politics. 
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Bhutto unpacks the intersections of queerness and Islam and how it exists in a constant liminal 
and non-aligned space.  He was curatorial resident at SOMArts Cultural Center where he 
co-curated, The Third Muslim: Queer and Trans Muslim Narratives of Resistance and Resilience 
and is a fall artist in residence at the Headlands Center for the Arts.  
 
Gabriel Christian (AKA Black Bussy; pronouns they/them) is a multidisciplinary blaq artist 
whose work has pivoted from stage performance to reifying queer desire, gender fluidity (or 
"juicyness"), and black resilience through a broader spectrum of movement arts. They have 
performed under the direction of theatre auteurs Robert Woodruff and Darryl V. Jones and 
choreographers Debby Kajiyama, Jose Navarrete, Sammay Dizon, Jess Curtis, Shakiri and 
Anne Bluethenthal, amongst others. Christian has mounted commissioned work at Finnish 
Brotherhood Hall, CounterPulse, SOMArts, Mason Chapel for San Francisco International Arts 
Festival 2017, and Red Poppy Art House for FRESH Festival 2018.  
 
jose e abad is a queer social practice performance artist exploring queer futurity through an 
intersectional lens.  Their artistic practice is rooted in collaboration and community engaged arts 
as a form of resistance and liberation and uses dance, storytelling and ritual to unearth lost 
histories, memories and wisdom held within the body that the mind has forgotten or dominant 
culture has erased. abad is a collaborator in two queer performance collectives, Yum Yum Club 
and Lxs Des, and has performed solo and collaborative works nationally and internationally with 
artists including Joanna Haigood, Keith Hennessy, Scott Wells, Anne Bluethenthal & Dancers, 
NAKA Dance Theatre, Seth Eisen, Brontez Purnell Dance Company, and Detour Dance. 
 
Mira Kautto is a dance artist currently based in Helsinki, Finland, and making different kinds of 
works in various constellations. In her work Kautto is intrigued by the conditions of watching and 
being looked at, energies and relations between spaces, people and actions.  
 
Rachael Dichter is a San Francisco based dancer, performer, choreographer and curator. She 
makes work about closeness, the shortest distance and shortening the distance between things 
and people. She was a 2015 Danceweb Scholar, 2017 Artist in Residence at Caldera and a 
recipient of the Robert Rauschenberg Residency. Her work has shown locally and in Berlin, St 
Erme France, Portland and Seattle. 
 
Abby Crain is a San Francisco Bay area based artist who makes dances and other structures 
for performance. She also works as a teacher and performer. Her solo and collaborative work 
has been presented in the San Francisco Bay area,  New York, Liverpool, Chicago, Cork, 
Berlin, Portland and Los Angeles. As a performer she worked with Miguel Gutierrez and the 
Powerful People, Sara Shelton Mann, KJ Holmes,  Jesse Hewit, Guillermo Gomez Peña and 
Jess Curtis Gravity (SF). Crain is currently adjunct faculty at Mills College.   Her work has been 
nominated for a Bay Area Isadora Duncan Award four times. 
 
ABOUT GRAVITY’S ARTIST SERVICES PROGRAMS 



Beyond Gravity features current artists served by Gravity’s Artist Services programs, 
representing a new stage in Gravity’s evolution as a producer of body-based performance. 
Gravity’s Artist Services Programs are the natural progression of the mission of Gravity and the 
collaborative community organizing history of Artistic Director Jess Curtis. 
 
“The local economy has had a huge impact on how we operate and how Bay Area artists are 
able to make and present their work,” explains Curtis. “Gravity is sharing our experience and 
elements of our non-profit infrastructure, providing other artists with access to tools and 
information, responding to their needs and ambitions without necessitating that they each go out 
and spend thousands of dollars to create their own non-profits. While several Bay Area 
organizations provide related services, Gravity is offering a more comprehensive array of 
services—and more personal attention—to a smaller cohort of artists we feel directly related to 
both aesthetically and politically.” 
 
In addition to producing this event, Gravity’s Artist Services Programs nurture emerging artists 
by providing artistic mentorship, administrative guidance, financial accounting services and 
fiscal sponsorship. Gravity also recently launched a program to provide Access Services—Audio 
Description, pre-show Haptic Access Tours, ASL referral services, Site Visits, Media 
Assessments and General Accessibility consulting—to artists and venues in the Bay Area that 
want to make their performances more accessible to audience members with diverse sensory 
modalities and physicalities. Gravity fosters international exchange through co-productions that 
mobilize Gravity’s international network to bring international artists to San Francisco and help 
San Francisco artists present work abroad. Gravity also supports the presentation of free 
performances in public spaces through the Pop Up Performance Project, which commissions 
emerging choreographers to develop and present outdoor, site-specific work on city streets.  
 
For more detailed  information on these programs, please visit 
https://www.jesscurtisgravity.org/programs/ 
 
ABOUT JESS CURTIS/GRAVITY 
Founded in 2000 by choreographer-director Jess Curtis, Gravity creates exceptionally engaging 
body-based art that physically explores and addresses issues and ideas of substance and 
relevance to anyone with a body. 
  
Through innovative, accessible, experimental performance, Gravity activates the bodies and 
minds of our viewers, exposing them to new ideas and experiences of the body. The 
organization supports the work of Artistic Director Jess Curtis and many collaborators with a 
critical focus on the phenomenological details of embodiment and perception; destabilizing the 
negative influences of normative physicalites; consistently supporting the work of queer artists 
and self-identified disabled artists and strengthening the practices of emerging young dance 
makers and the broader artistic community. 
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Gravity has premiered 12 full-evening productions and numerous shorter works with 
co-producers in the U.S. and Europe, performing in over 60 cities in 13 countries. These works 
consistently engage with issues of embodied diversity including gender, sexuality and disability, 
making compelling cases for the value that different bodies contribute to society, and include 
Dances for Non/Fictional Bodies (2011), The Generation Project: Jess Meets Angus (2010), The 
Symmetry Project (2006-2014), Under the Radar (2007), Fallen (2001), The Way You Look (at 
me) Tonight (2016), and Sight Unseen (2017).  
 
Gravity was honored to recently be invited by the Kenneth Rainin Foundation to participate in 
their New Models Cohort program  as one of seven innovative Bay Area Arts Organizations 
evolving new ways of working in the nonprofit sector. 
 
Beyond Gravity is supported by The California Arts Council and The Zellerbach Family 
Foundation; Jess Curtis/Gravity receives general operating support and capacity building 
support from The Kenneth Rainin Foundation, Grants for the Arts, and The San Francisco Arts 
Commission.  



Jess Curtis/Gravity  
“Globalism in economics is the pits. But in the arts it can work fabulously: artists bring their 

various perspectives to projects, cross-pollinate each others' ideas, and discover commonalities 
and differences. Jess Curtis/Gravity...offers a glimpse of what's possible.”  

 -- Rita Felciano, San Francisco Bay Guardian 
 

“Many have wondered, since the days of the revolutionary postmodern Judson Church 
movement in 1970s New York, if there is any truly new ground to be broken in the realm of 
dance and performance. If there is, San Francisco's Jess Curtis/Gravity may be holding the 

pickax.”   -- Bonner   Oddell, SF Weekly 
 

CALENDAR LISTING  
Dance, Theater, Performance, Music 

  
WHO/WHAT: Jess Curtis/Gravity presents  

Beyond Gravity 
Featuring jose e. abad, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, Abby Crain, Gabriel 
Christian, Rachael Dichter and Mira Kautto 
 

WHEN: Three performances only! 
Thursday, October 25 at 8 p.m. 
Friday, October 26 at 8 p.m*  
Saturday, October 27 at 8 p.m. with ASL interpretation 

 
*Pre-Show Haptic Access Tour at 7 pm; Live audio description available via headset; 
Reservations required.  Please call 415-483-5996 or email info@jesscurtisgravity.org. 
 
WHERE: CounterPulse 

80 Turk Street 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

  
BOX OFFICE: http://counterpulse.org/event/beyond-gravity/  or 415-626-2060  
 
TICKETS: $15-30 
 
MORE INFO: www.JessCurtisGravity.org 
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